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TRANSLATION 

Embassy of Ukraine in the Russian Federation 

No. 5211/13-011-268-2001 

The Embassy of Ukraine in the Russian Federation presents its compliments to the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation and has the honour to transmit 

herewith a message from President of Ukraine L. Kuchma addressed to President of the 

Russian Federation V. Putin explaining Ukraine's approaches to determining the legal status 

of the Sea of Azov and the Kerch Strait.  

The Embassy of Ukraine in the Russian Federation avails itself of the opportunity to 

renew to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation the assurances of 

its highest consideration.  

Attachment: 2 pages. 

Moscow, 13 August 2001

/Seal, Embassy of Ukraine/

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

the Russian Federation 

Moscow 
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PRESIDENT OF UKRAINE 

Dear Vladimir Vladimirovich, 

I have very carefully studied your letter regarding the legal status of the Sea of Azov 

and the Kerch Strait.  

I fully share your concern about the progress of the negotiation process on the issue. I 

have already pronounced on the subject, and I would like to reiterate that Ukraine agrees to 

the Russian Federation's proposals on preserving the status of internal waters for the water 

areas of the Sea of Azov and the Kerch Strait.  

At the same time, the Ukrainian side does not regard the status of internal 

waters as rendering impossible the delimitation of the territories of the two States in the Sea 

of Azov and the Kerch Strait, nor will the demarcation of the international border across the 

water surface between Ukraine and Russia lead to acquiring of the status of international 

waters by the Sea of Azov. The delimitation will undoubtedly conform to our bilateral 

agreements and other international obligations of Ukraine and the Russian Federation. 

In addressing this issue we also take into consideration that in the Kerch Strait – 

unlike in the Sea of Azov – the administrative border between the former Ukrainian SSR 

and RSFSR was established back in the Soviet era and, by mutual consent and in 

accordance with international law as well as domestic legislation of Ukraine and the 

Russian Federation, became the state border between our countries. 

The need for the delimitation of water areas on a legal basis is also confirmed by 

other countries' experience. For example, Estonia and Latvia delimited the Gulf of Riga; 

Argentina and Uruguay - the estuary of the Rio de la Plata; Vietnam and Cambodia - areas of 

sea adjacent to their coasts. At the same time, practice has shown that attempts to delimit 

the Caspian Sea, creating "special zones", "areas under national control", etc., did not bring 

the process of negotiations among the Caspian states any closer to concrete agreements. 

HIS EXCELLENCY 

MR VLADIMIR PUTIN 

PRESIDENT OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION 

Moscow 
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Adoption of a joint declaration on the legal status of the Sea of Azov and the Kerch 

Strait, which we, dear Vladimir Vladimirovich, have agreed to sign in the near future, will 

accelerate the negotiating process on the whole range of issues concerning the state border 

between our countries. Besides, it will open up an opportunity to conclude a number of 

bilateral agreements on cooperation and joint use of the above-mentioned water areas and will 

serve as an example of resolving complex problems between strategic partners on a legal basis.   

I also hope that, as we have agreed, an agreement on the land border between Russia 

and Ukraine will be concluded as early as this year. 

Best regards, 

[Signature] 

L. Kuchma
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