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MocosseTBo Yipainu B PocilChKii Mdeaepalii
[TocoapcTso Yxpaumnbl B Poccuiickon MDenepalu
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[IocosbcTBO ~ YKpaWHbl B Poccuiickon
Qegepalid  CBU/ETEJBCTBYET CBOE  yBXKEHUE
MunucrepctBy VIHOCTpaHHBIX Jlen Poccuiickoit
d?enepaunn A UMeeT 4YecThb IPEMpOBOAUTh B a[Apec

[IpesunenTa Poccuitckoit - . Deaepaiun

[Ipunoxenue:

yTOMSHyTOE, Ha 2 CTP. B.B.[lytuna mocianue [Ipesunenta YxpanHbl

JI.JI.Ky4Mbl C H3JI0XKeHueM MOAXO0I0B Yxpausb! K
ypery/IMpoBaHHIO BOIIpOCA OTpe/ie/IeHH
IpaBOBOTO  CTaTyca  ABOBCKOTO MOps  H
KepueHCKOro IpoJIvuBa.

[locompcTBO ~ YKpaumHbl B Poccuiickoi

Denepallid  [10JIb3yeTCs  CIIydaeM, 4TO6bI

Bo306HOBUTh MunuctepctBy HIHOCTpaHHBIX [len
Poccuiickoit @eagepallid yBepeHUd B CBOEM

BBICOKOM YBaX€HHH.
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NNPESUAEHT VYKPAIHU

YBaxaeMsiit Biagumup Bnangumuposuy,

C GonpuinM BHHEMaHHMEM O3HAKOMMICS ¢ BaliMM mucEMOM OTHOCUTEJIBHO
OTpPEACICHHA IPaBOBOIO CTaTyca A30BCKOro Mops 1 Kepuenckoro nponusa.

Lemixom pasnensio Baury 03a60ueHHOCTS X0m0M NEPErOBOPHOrO Mpoliecca
10 3TOMY BOMNpOCY. S yxke BBICKasBIBAJICA Ha 3Ty TEMY M XOTen Obl elne pa3
NOATBEPAUTE COIJIacHe YKpauHbl Ha IpeTOXeHUs Poccuiickoit ®enepauuu no
COXPAaHEHHIO 32 aKBATOPHAMH A30BCKOro Mops u Kepuenckoro nponusa craryca
BHYTPEHHHX BOJI.

Bmecrte ¢ Tem cTaTyc BHyTpeHHHX BOX He paccMaTpHBaeTCs yKpaHHCKOM
CTOPOHOM KaK JeNalolIvii HEeBO3MOYXHEIM PasrpaHU4eHHe TEPPUTOPHH IBYX
rocysapcTs B A30BCKOM Mope u KepuenckoM mponmse, a MpOBENCHHE
roCy1apCTBEHHOH IPaHHULbI [I0 BOXHOMN ITOBEPXHOCTH MEXY Yxpaunoit u Poccueit
HE IpHBENCT K INpPUNAHHIO A30By XapakTepa MeXIyHapoOOHBIX  BOL.
Pasrpanuyenne, 6GesycnoBHo, O6yger oOTBewaTh  HaiuM JBYCTOPOHHHUM
AOTOBOPEHHOCTAM H [PYTHM MEXIYHapOOHBIM obs3aTenscTBaM YKpauHbl U
Poccuiickoit ®enepanum.

Ilpu pemieHMHM 3TOro BOmpOca MBI TAaKXe HCXOIMM K3 TOr0, YTO IO
Kepuenckomy nponusy, B oTiimune oT A30BCKOro MOps, elie B COBETCKHe BpeMeHa
Obu1a yCTaHOB/EHA aJMMHHCTPATHBHAS TIPAHHLA mexnay OsBmmMua YCCP u
PCOCP, xoropas 1o 060r0HOMY COTIIACHIO, B COOTBETCTBHH C MEXIYHAPOIHBIM
[paBOM M  BHYTpEHHHMH 3aKOHOHATENbCTBAMH YKpauHel Hu PoccHiickoii
Oenepauuu crana rOCYAapCTBEHHOM IrpaHHUILICH MeX Ty HallluMU CTpaHaMH.

Heobxonumocts  pasrpanuyenus aksatopuii Ha IPaBOBLIX OCHOBAax
[TOATBEPXKAAET M ONBIT JOPYrux rocypapcrs. Tak, Dcrouus u JlaTBus
pasrpaHuyuiIi PHXKCKHI 3auB, ApreHTHHA 1 Ypyraaif - 3a1us Puo-ne-na-Ilnara,
BretHam u Kambomka - BOmHBIM paloH, NpHmeralommi K Hx 6eperam. U
Ha00OpOT, Kak ITOKa3kIBAET MPAKTHKA, ITOMBITKH pasrpannyuTh Kacnuiickoe mope
Ha "CneuManbHele 30HBEI", "palOHBI HALMOHAIBHOIO KOHTpO/Is" H T.O. He
IO3BOJIAIIA  BBIBECTH  IMEPErOBOPHBIH  MPONECC MEXKAY NPHKACTHUCKHMHE
roCynapcTBaMH Ha KOHKPETHbIE JOTOBOPEHHOCTH.
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[IpuHsTHE COBMECTHOH JleKapaliii O paBoBOM CTaTyce A30BCKOTrO Mops
1 Kepuenckoro nponusa, KoTopyio Msl, yBaxaemslii Bramumup BraguMuposuy,
AOTOBOPWIKCE IOAMNHKCATE B OiHiKaliiliee BpeMs, yCKOPHT IIepEeroBOpHLIH IMpoLece
Mo BCEMY KOMIUIEKCY BOTIDOCOB O T'OCYNApCTBEHHOH I'PaHMUE MeXAy HAUIHMH
cTpaHamd. Kpome TOro, 3To OTKpOET BO3MOXKHOCTh 3aKIFOYMTH LB DS
ABYCTOPOHHHX COIJIAIIEHHH MO COTPYJHHYECTBY M OOLIEMY HCIIONB30BaHHIO
YUOMSHYTBIX aKBaTOPWi, OyHET CIyXUTh NPUMEPOM MPaBOBOIO peLICHUS
CIIOKHBIX MPOOJIEM MEX Iy CTpaTerH4ecKiMMHU [apTHEPaMH.

Hanerock Takxe, 4TO, COrIacHO Halllel JOrOBOPEHHOCTH, YK€ B 5TOM TOAY
Oyzner 3akimro¥eH MOTOBOP O CYXONYTHOM YYacTKe YKPaMHCKO-POCCHHCKO#
rocyapCTBEHHOM rPaHHULIBI.

C yBaxxeHHeM

JIL.Kyuma
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TRANSLATION

Embassy of Ukraine in the Russian Federation
No. 5211/13-011-268-2001

The Embassy of Ukraine in the Russian Federation presents its compliments to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation and has the honour to transmit
herewith a message from President of Ukraine L. Kuchma addressed to President of the
Russian Federation V. Putin explaining Ukraine's approaches to determining the legal status
of the Sea of Azov and the Kerch Strait.

The Embassy of Ukraine in the Russian Federation avails itself of the opportunity to
renew to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation the assurances of

its highest consideration.

Attachment: 2 pages.

Moscow, 13 August 2001
/Seal, Embassy of Ukraine/

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of

the Russian Federation

Moscow



RU-70

PRESIDENT OF UKRAINE

Dear Vladimir Vladimirovich,

| have very carefully studied your letter regarding the legal status of the Sea of Azov
and the Kerch Strait.

| fully share your concern about the progress of the negotiation process on the issue. |
have already pronounced on the subject, and | would like to reiterate that Ukraine agrees to
the Russian Federation's proposals on preserving the status of internal waters for the water
areas of the Sea of Azov and the Kerch Strait.

At the same time, the Ukrainian side does not regard the status of internal
waters as rendering impossible the delimitation of the territories of the two States in the Sea
of Azov and the Kerch Strait, nor will the demarcation of the international border across the
water surface between Ukraine and Russia lead to acquiring of the status of international
waters by the Sea of Azov. The delimitation will undoubtedly conform to our bilateral
agreements and other international obligations of Ukraine and the Russian Federation.

In addressing this issue we also take into consideration that in the Kerch Strait —
unlike in the Sea of Azov — the administrative border between the former Ukrainian SSR
and RSFSR was established back in the Soviet era and, by mutual consent and in
accordance with international law as well as domestic legislation of Ukraine and the
Russian Federation, became the state border between our countries.

The need for the delimitation of water areas on a legal basis is also confirmed by
other countries' experience. For example, Estonia and Latvia delimited the Gulf of Riga;
Argentina and Uruguay - the estuary of the Rio de la Plata; Vietnam and Cambodia - areas of
sea adjacent to their coasts. At the same time, practice has shown that attempts to delimit
the Caspian Sea, creating "special zones", "areas under national control”, etc., did not bring

the process of negotiations among the Caspian states any closer to concrete agreements.

HIS EXCELLENCY
MR VLADIMIR PUTIN
PRESIDENT OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION

Moscow
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Adoption of a joint declaration on the legal status of the Sea of Azov and the Kerch

Strait, which we, dear Vladimir Vladimirovich, have agreed to sign in the near future, will
accelerate the negotiating process on the whole range of issues concerning the state border
between our countries. Besides, it will open up an opportunity to conclude a number of
bilateral agreements on cooperation and joint use of the above-mentioned water areas and will
serve as an example of resolving complex problems between strategic partners on a legal basis.
| also hope that, as we have agreed, an agreement on the land border between Russia

and Ukraine will be concluded as early as this year.
Best regards,

[Signature]

L. Kuchma
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